remedies. The monograph contains advice on skilled communication in the alleviation of sexual anxieties. It embraces the problems of sexuality in old age, illness and in those with disabilities and has an optimistic approach to the treatment of both lowered and increased sexuality. It is salutary to appreciate that the commonest cause of sexual dysfunction is iatrogenic, resulting from antihypertensives, antidepressants, tranquillizers and alcohol abuse. With the advent of endocrinology has come the appreciation that testosterone, properly administered, is a true aphrodisiac. Studies of behaviour in rats have localized the centre for sexual activity to the medial preoptic area; however there are different and opposite effects of sex hormones in nonprimates and primates.
A New Dimension for Haematologic Malignancies. R Bartl et al. (ed) pp 94 Sw fr 58.00 Basel: Karger 1982 A greater awareness of the value of bone marrow trephine biopsy in patients with haematological malignancies has emerged over the past 10-15 years. A well prepared marrow aspirate can yield much cytological information in many conditions, notably acute leukaemia, but with the advent of cell membrane markers a useful diagnostic adjunct has been found. High quality biopsy material can yield much information about the structure and cellularity of the marrow. In such conditions as myeloproliferative disorders, a range extending from chronic granulocytic leukaemia to polycythaemia rubra vera, biopsy may give a more accurate, perhaps clinically important assessment; an early blast transformation or increasing fibrosis may be observed. There is no doubt that it is a mandatory investigation for staging in Hodgkin's disease and lymphoma, which I would suggest is its most important role.
The authors of this interesting volume have produced a retrospective study of a 10-year period involving 2225 patients. Techniques and methods are fully described and diagrams and photographs are of a high standard, although more colour would have been valuable. This material has the added advantage that fluorescence studies, in addition to special staining, may be performed, which is of value in identification of cell sub-groups. I am doubtful whether the prognostic factors, assessed from individual cell lines, have much meaning in this context. I feel that this book is really for the haematologist and the histopathologist working together, and I agree with the author's statement that with bone marrow biopsy 'the clinician has a tool at his disposal which can supply valuable information on the diagnosis, prognosis and follow-up of patients with haematological malignancy'. This is a teaching book for intensive therapy nurses or respiratory technicians, covering the problems of airway maintenance and care, mechanical ventilation and gas exchange. Each section is preceded by a clinical example. The problems are discussed, the underlying theory examined and the various methods considered in detail. Various tests and performance evaluations are included. The book is very much directed towards an objective orientated approach to teaching. The range it attempts to cover is wide, being very detailed at one end as far as practical procedures are concerned, yet entering moderately extensively into theory. It is a little difficult to see its exact place in this country. It is a volume of nearly 400 pages; a number of the sections are excellent in detail and might be a useful additional source of reference, but as a single text it does not succeed in holding the reader's interest, and I cannot see it having wide applicability. MARTIN This book presents the proceedings of a conference held in March 1983 and, as the title suggests, it is divided into three sections. The non-HLA alloantigenic systems present on various cell types and an immunoenzyme histochemical technique for the simultaneous demonstration of surface antigen on multiple cell types are described in section one. Section two features age-associated changes in the expression of cell surface markers and the responses of mice to bacteria, together with a discussion on the immunogenetics of aging in man and mouse. The
